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IN OR OUT. | The following incident is related of 

William Edmundson. He had gone one 

“T am the Door, by Me if any manenter in,|day with his brother to transact some 
he shall be saved.” ‘business at a fair at Antrim, and, not 
Nothing is set before as more plainly by | being able to leave until a late hour, 
our Lord than that there is no neutral pesi- they proposed to spend the night at a place 
tion with reference to Himself. Either we called Glenavy. But before arriving there, 
do trust Him with the heart, or we do not. | William Edmundson felt a strong conviction 
Reader, wilt thou decide? Art thou willing | that his shop was in danger of being robbed, 
to commit thyself to-day to the Lord Jesus? | and consequently resolved to return home 
Is there anything that holds thee back?| without delay. Yet a little while after 
bring this very thing to Him, and ask Him they had left Glenavy, he believed that a 
to break its power, and rest thyself upon) heavenly intimation was given him to turn 
His love and strength. “He that is not! back towards the town of Clough. No 
with Me is against Me.” Dost thou pur-| wonder that in this perplexity he should 
pose in thy heart of hearts to be now against | feel what he terms “a fear of a wrong 
Him, or art thou willing to end all uncer-| spirit.” He earnestly prayed for guidance, 
tainty, and with lowly reverence and love'and was answered by the belief afforded 
now to say, ‘“ Thine am I, Lord, do all for him that the influence which now drew him 
me Thou seest [ need?” Coming and believ-| back would also save his shop. The night 
ing are the same. ‘He that cometh to Me| was, after all, spent in Glenavy, but William 
shall never hunger, and he that believeth on' Edmundson’s doubts in relation to the 
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course he was taking, prevented him from 


obtaining much sleep. Towards the eve- 
ning of the next day he arrived at Clough, 
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SE 


and away from all error; also, how I could 
come really to experience the verification of 
our dear Saviour’s promise to His disciples 


and rode up to an inn where he found that 
two Friends, who were ministers from Eng- 


land, were lodging; one of them, Anne| name, He will give it you;” my mind be. 
Gould, was ill, having undergone much | came impressed, that this hearing, this 
hardship whilst travelling on foot. She| knowing the Shepherd’s voice, and His 


was in a despairing state of mind, being| teaching, leading and direction, was not to 
tempted to fear that God had forsaken her, | be received as a communicated gift at some 
but when she heard that William Edmund-| one time, and thereafter retained and exer- 
son—whom she knew by report—was come, | cised easily and readily at any time, but 
her heart was cheered. He at once saw|was to be experienced by first coming 
why he had been guided to Clough, and did | through effectual submission and obedience 
not hesitate to tell the Friends that he had | to the operation of the Holy Spirit on my 
been brought there “ by the good band of| heart, to live in a state of continual watch- 
God—led as a horse by the bridle.” With | fulness over thoughts, words and actions; 
great thankfulness and joy they received | and in a condition of constant attention and 
his visit; Anne Gould was enabled to see | readiness of mind to hear His teaching, or 
that her trial was in reality a grievous| witness His leading, in whatever manner 
temptation, and was delivered from it. On communicated, whether by motion or look, 
his return home, William Edmundson found | as a loving and dutiful servant who is watch- 
that, during the night he had spent in Glen-| ful and ready to hear his master speak, or 
avy, his shop-window had been broken in, | manifest his directions by any other mode. 
but had fallen with so much noise as to| As this watchful state is dwelt in, with a 
awaken the inmates of the house, and drive | sincere feeling of dependence on God, and a 
the robbers away for fear of detection.— | deep, reverent trust in Him, placing no con- 
Friends’ Quarterly Examiner. fidence in my own ability to guide my- 
| self, He is faithful and true, to grant at all 
| needed times, His guidance and teaching in 


|an intelligible manner to my spirit, so that 
AN ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM L. EDWARDS./|I shall be in no doubt as to the course | 


shortly before He was taken from them, 
“ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 


oe. 
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‘should take at that particular time, though 


(Conciades from page 681.) | not seeing much beyond. And if liv- 
Tenth mo. 11, 1866. I believe we will| ing thus in the Spirit, I shall be favored to 
find our peace of mind and growth in grace| pray in the Spirit and know that my prayers 
not to consist in inertly lying at the foot of|are under the authorization of the Holy 
the cross, but with single hearted faith in| Spirit, that isin the name of Jesus. Oh! 
the dear Saviour who offered Himself there-| saith my soul, that I may be found ever- 
on, be incited by His example to take up our! more living in this manner. And in order 
cross, and while so bearing it, and denying tv preserve this watchful, attentive condi- 
ourselves, to follow His leading in the vari-| tion, endeavor to guard against the mind 
ous duties that gently and gradually open | being engrossed with business cares, or with 
before us. ;any other subject; but strive to maintain a 
Seventh mo. 11, 1869. For my mottoes| well-balanced mind, not readily thrown off 
or watchwords, which may be very helpful | its guard, and the main bent turned toward 
in my walking, I now record as follows:— | God and pleasing Him. 
Forgetting the things that are behind, and| First mo. 18, 1871. To : I have 
pressing forward towards those things that | been much interested in reading thy remarks 
are before, doing simply present duty at all|on being consulted respecting the literary 
times, without dwelling on those things | abilities of candidates for your office of min- 
which are behind. Also, ‘I can do all|ister. While intellect is to be highly valued 
things through Christ, which strengtheneth |as an evidence of superior human ability, 
me.”” May I be so favored as to practice on| how imperatively important is it that the 
both passages. Oh! Father, bring it to| gifts and calling of the Spirit ever be much 
pass in Thy measureless mercy. /more highly esteemed, and that the posses- 
Third mo. 13, 1870. In a little silent|sion of the former in the highest degree, 
waiting under an exercise of mind how I|should never be accepted as sufficient for 
might come to know the voice of the true|such an office without an equally great or 
Shepherd, and certainly distinguish it from | greater evidence of a spiritual call and en 
“the voice of the stranger ;” how I might! dowment. 
come to know His teaching, leading and di-| Not doubting thou wilt unite with me ip 
rection, so that I may be led into all truth, | this belief, I crave permission to remind thee 
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to let thy light, in this particular, so shine 
before men as to absolve thee from responsi- 
bility, and honor our Father in Heaven. 

Third mo. 5, 1871. Lydia B. Kite, in 
the afternoon meeting, spoke very persua- 
sively not to give way to discouragement, 
but to trust in the Lord; quoting the fol- 
lowing passage, which conveyed encourage- 
ment to me :—*‘ They that trast in the Lord 
shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be re- 
moved, but abideth forever.”” Oh! Father 
of mercies, be pleased to restrain the de- 
vourer who hunts after my soul, and deliver 
me from his power; break my bonds, and 
condescend to bring me into service for Thy 
own dear self, in whatever way Thou may 
appoint, for Jesus Christ’s sake, now sitting 
at Thy right hand advocating my cause be- 
fore Thee. ‘If any man sin, we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.” One thing which appears right 
for me to do is . . to attend to writing let- 
ters and notes, and calling on those to whom 
a service may be owing, as I believe in those 
directions I have a call. 

Fourth mo. 9, 1871. First-day evening. 
Being at Haverford College on last Sixth- 
day, on business with Professor Gummere, 
and learning unexpectedly that our friend, 
Isaac Robson, from England, had appointed 
a meeting at Friends’ Meeting-House, at 
Haverford, for the students and others, I 
concluded to remain. In testimony, he 
spoke of the good Shepherd, and of His 
sheep knowing His voice, and following 
Him, and if any were unable to distinguish 
His voice it was because their own wills 
were not entirely subject to the Divine will. 

He said he believed there were some who 
would obey some great requisition, but were 
not willing to become cheerfully obedient to 
taking up the daily cross and following Him 
in self-denial, which were the unalterable 
terms of discipleship. Oh! how I crave to 
trust myself entirely and implicitly to God, 
desiring to submit, and to humble myself 
under His mighty hand, that He may exalt 
me in due time, and cause all things to work 
together for good to me. And I desire to 
act promptly and faithfully in the line of 
duties which I do feel to devolve upon me. 

Fourth mo. 23, 1871. First-day after- 
noon. In meeting I was, I trust, favored 
with the spirit of prayer to intercede for for- 
giveness of all my many sins of thought, 
word and deed, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our adorable propitiation; and not only for 
forgiveness of past sins, but also for true | 
purity, real sanctification, to live a renewed | 
life by faith in Him; to be clothed with His 
righteousness ; to walk according to His ex- | 
ample of loving obedience to His Father’s | 
will, and to be willing to undergo whatever | 


| ‘God in heaven is dead.” 


,can you doubt it? 


| never die.” 
/you do not doubt that, yet you are so hope- 
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discipline my Father sees best.- Not that I 
would court trial, but rather under a sense 
of my very weakness, ask Him to preserve 
me from all which His love and wisdom can 
see right and best to spare me from, and 
strengthen me to endure all He may permit 
to come upon me. 

First mo. 14, 1873. In what an eventful 
world we live! The recent death of Louis 
Napoleon, how striking! His whole career 
has been so checkered, whose dictum con- 
trolled the peace of Europe; whose utter- 
ances, conned and studied over, yet given 
forth as extempore, were closely watched 
and heralded over the civilized world as 
presaging war or peace to the continent! 
From the pinnacle of power how sudden the 
transition! After rapid and repeated defeats, 
his inglorious surrender, his subsequent ex- 
ile, and now his death. What a theme for 
contemplation to a thoughtful mind ! 

Early in the summer of 1875, the health 
of our dear friend, which had never been 
robust, showed evidence of increasing weak- 
ness. He accompanied his wife for a short 
time to the sea-side, but returned to his 
home in Germantown, with no improvement 
in his physical condition. A severe affec- 
tion soon after more fully developed itself, 
inducing a state bordering on unconscious- 
ness, from which be never entirely rallied, 
and after lingering about two weeks, he 
quietly breathed his last on the 23d of Sev- 
enth mo. 1875, in the 61st year of his age. 

Although to the sorrowing relatives about 
him, these last hours appeared shrouded in 
obscurity, we cannot but reverently believe 
he had long been numbered among “ those 
servants whom their Lord, when He cometh, 
shall find watching. And if He shall come 
in the second watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed are these 
servants.” 


— 


AT one time I was sorely vexed and tried 
by my own sinfulness, by the wickedness of 
the world, and by the dangers that beset the 
church. One morning I saw my wife dressed 
in mourning. Surprised, I asked her who had 


died. ‘Do you not know?” she replied; 
“ How can you 
talk such nonsense, Katie?” I said; “how can 
God die? Why, he is immortal, and will 
live through all eternity.” ‘Is that really 
true ?”’ she asked. ‘Of course,’ I said, still 
not perceiving what she was aiming at, ‘‘how 
As surely as there is a 
God in heaven, so sure is it that He can 
“ And yet,” she said, “ though 


less and discouraged.” Then I observed 
what a wise woman my wife was, and mas- 
tered my sadness. — Luther. 
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BREVITY AND POINT IN PREACHING. 


Perhaps as a general rule, it may be ob- 
served that the fewer points embraced in a 
single offering in the ministry (whether in 
the way of addressing different states or 
classes, or setting forth different views of 
religious truth, all of them very important), 
the more likely is it that the congregation 
will be usefully impressed by such an offer- 
ing. With regard to my own very small 
experience as a minister, I have reason to 
believe that the general brevity of my offer- 
ings has greatly helped to make them ac- 
ceptable to my friends, and possibly in some 
degree useful. Whereas, it has come within 
my certain knowledge that Friends with 
much larger gifts and much longer experience 
in the ministry than myself, have largely 
defeated the usefulness of their service by 
neglecting to study brevity, and getting into 
the way of preaching long sermons, and em- 
bracing many different topics in the same 
discourse. 

Although our principles, as Friends, rec- 
ognize the importance of seeking Divine 
guidance on each occasion of our speaking, 
yet we must not forget another principle— 
that involved in the words, ‘“‘ The spirits of 
the prophets are subject to the prophets ;” 
and perhaps this is seldom more usefully 
carried into practice than when remember- 
ing the points to which I have thus imper- 
fectly adverted.—_R. Charleton. Memoirs, 
p. 221-22. 


Selected for Friends’ Review. 
SCRIPTURAL VIEW OF WOMAN’S 
APPAREL. 

How should a woman professing godliness 
dress? How adorn herself? In ‘ modest 
apparel,’”? with shamefacedness, 7. e., with no 
intent to draw the eye; with sobriety, with 
nothing conspicuous; “net with broidered 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array.”— 
I Tim. ii. 9; “let it not be that of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold.”—I Peter iii. 
8. Observe, there are three points as to the 
clothing of the body. Let it be modest, let 
it be unobtrusive, let it be inexpensive. 
“At the mouth of two witnesses shall the 
matter be established.’»—Deut. xix. 15. 

There are two points as to the sort of dec- 
oration to be avoided—no jewelry, no fanci- 
ful dressing of the hair. And there are two 
points to be observed as to adorning—‘a 
meek and quiet spirit ; good works.” Surely 
a woman professing godliness should be care- 
ful in this matter, which the Holy Ghost has 
not considered unimportant. Surely, she 
should clothe herself in all ‘“‘ modesty, shame- 
facedness, and sobriety,” while she adorns 
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herself with ‘‘a meek and quiet spirit,” and 
with “good works.” Now, if she be thus 
adorned, she will not be anxious to attract 
the gaze of admiration, by heaping jewelry 
upon her person, or decorating it with costly 
clothing; nor will she be much busied in the 
way she arranges her hair. If given to good 
works, she will have neither time nor money 
for the decoration of the bedy. 


on 


THE TURNING OF WATER INTO WINE, 


“ This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth 
His glory.” 

Of none less than the Son could it be af. 
firmed that ‘He manifested forth His glory;” 
for “glory” here being no creaturely attri- 
bute but a divine one, comprehended and in. 
volved in the idea of the Logos as the abso- 
lute Light, every other would have mani- 
fested forth the glory of God; He, only, be- 
ing God, could manifest forth His own. As 
God, He rays forth light from Himself, and 
this effluence is “ His glory.””—John i. 14; 
Matt. xvi. 27; Mark viii. 28. 

The evangelist, as one cannot doubt, has 
Isaiah xl. 5: ‘And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed”—in his eye, claiming that 
in this act of Christ’s those words were ful- 
filled. Of this “glory of the Lord” we 
hear continually in the Old Testament; thus 
Ezek. xi. 23; xxxix. 21; Ixiii. 2. While He 
tabernacled as the Son of Man upon earth, 
it was for the most part hidden. The veil 
of the flesh which he had consented to wear 
concealed it from the sight of men ; but now, 
in this work of grace and power, it burst 
through the covering which concealed it, re- 
vealing itself to the eyes of His disciples. 
They “beheld His glory; the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father.”— Trench on 
the Miracles, p. 120-1. 


daeciien 
For Friends’ Review, 
BOYS’ PAPERS. 

There are probably few papers (not dai- 
lies), which find more eager purchasers at 
the city news-stands, than an eight-page 
weekly designed as ‘‘a paper for American 
youths.” It is called the New York Boys’ 
Weekly. I have before mea specimen nun- 
ber of this pernicious publication, printed in 
very black type, and with bold, black 
illustrations of deeds of violence. Seven of 
the eight pages are devoted to narratives 
which bear such titles as “‘ The Smuggler’s 
Revenge,” ‘The Murdered Detective,” 
“Tracked, or the Mysterious Twelve,” 
‘* Dick Dare, the Bareback Rider.’’ Accom- 
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panying the latter tale is a large wood-cut, 
representing a lad with dagger uplifted, 
which he is about to plunge into the breast 
of a prostrate. antagonist. Glancing over 
the text of the story, I find it narrates the 
adventures of an escaped felon (whose noble 
traits are put prominently forward), and of 
arunaway boy and girl, from a strolling 
circus troupe. The language reeks with low, 
slang phrases, and is plentifully strewed 
with oaths, 

Whilst the English public, as well as 
many Americans, have been horrified to hear 
of the late order for the systematic prepara- 
tion of pauper orphan children for the British 
army, yet here, purchasable at our very doors, 
are masses of papers well calculated to make of 
their youthful readers, robbers and murder- 
ers, or so to warp their moral sense as to in- 
cline them to readily condone deeds of pil- 
lage and blood. I desire that all Friends 
who allow news-stands upon their premises 
may be careful to ascertain that no such pa- 
pers as the one above spoken of, are per- 
mitted to be offered for sale. I believe we 
cannot dismiss such a matter as a trifle or 
a“ bother,” when it is ‘‘somebody’s boy ” 
who is exposed to an evil which, with a little 
care, We may in a measure aid to suppress. 

J. W. L. 


For Friends’ Review 
HARVARD EXAMINATIONS FOR WOMEN. 


In 1874, following the example of the 
English Universities of Cambridge, Oxford 
and Durham, the University of Harvard, at 
Cambridge, Mass., offered to women, as a 
test of culture, examinations, to be held at 


Cambridge. In 1875, 76 and '77, succes- 
sive classes have been examined, and they 
are now announced as constituting a part of 
the regular work of the University. This 
year, during the present month, examina- 
tions are to be held in New York City, as 
well as at Cambridge. A movement in the 
sume direction has commenced in Cincinnati, 
Ohio; and arrangements are going forward 
for examinations in Philadelphia also. 
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“The preliminary examination is similar 
in grade to the average college entrance ex- 
amination in this country, although some- 
what different in the choice of subjects. It 
is distinctly pre-collegiate and should not be 
regarded as anticipating by its requisitions 
the work done in colleges. It is strongly 
recommended to girls in course of education 
at home or in private schools, who desire to 
test their progress by a strict and publicly 
recognized standard, instead of by the lax 
and partial criteria which prevail in private 
education. On the other hand, the gradu- 
ates of*our High Schools and Grammar 
Schools, who have probably enjoyed a more 
solid elementary training than private edu- 
cation usually gives, may be tempted to take 
the Harvard Preliminary Examination by 
the fact that it offers a test of proficiency in 
a wider range of subjects than the ordinary 
Public School course includes. 

“The Advanced examination offers a test 
of special culture in one or more of five de- 
partments — namely, Languages, Natural 
Science, Mathematics, History and Philoso- 
phy. It is not intended to be taken as a 
whole, and does not, therefore, represent the 
studies of a college course, but is adapted to 
persons of limited leisure for study, such as 
girls who have left school and are occupied 
with home cares, or teachers engaged in 
their professional labors. Many of the latter 
class who have not time or inclination for a 
Normal School course may be glad to obtain 
a Harvard certificate of proficiency in one 
department. 

“The Preliminary examination will em- 
brace the following subjects: — English, 
French, Physical Geography, either Ele- 
mentary Botany or Elementary Physics, 
Arithmetic, Algebra through quadratic 
equations, Plane Geometry, History and 
any one of the three languages, German, 
Latin or Greek. 

“This examination can only be taken as 
a whole by young women who are not less 
than seventeen years old. It may, however, 
be divided between two years, at the option 


The | of the candidate, and, in this case, the mini- 


® . . | . . . . 
following are extracts from a circular is-| mum age of admission is sixteen years.” 


sued :— 


“Young women, whose narrow circum- 


“A local committee has been organized to| stances are an obstacle to their becoming 
take charge of and attend the examinations, | candidates, will be aided by the Local Com- 


and to receive candidates to be examined in 
May or June, 1878. 


| mittees in Philadelphia and New York city, 
}and by the Woman’s Education Association 


‘The examinations for Women are of two| of Boston, in meeting the cost of these ex- 


grades ;— 

“T.—A preliminary general examination. 
“TI.—An advanced examination in spe- 
cial departments. They are not identical 
With the entrance examination of Harvard, 
hor with any examination for resident stu- 
dents of the University. 


aminations. Applicants for such aid should 
address the Secretaries, stating their cir- 
cumstances fully, the amount of help which 
they need, the kind of assistance which they 
would prefer—whether remission of fees, a 
loan, or gratuitous board and lodging during 
the examination—and enclosing certificates 
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of scholarship and character from their 
teachers. 

“If an applicant is under twenty-one 
years of age, her application must be accom- 
panied by the written approval of her parent 
or guardian. 

‘“‘A pamphlet has been printed containing 
full lists of books and specimen examination 
papers on the work required. 


“The course of reading and the periods of 


history prescribed, and the text-books and 
books of reference recommended, will re- 
main, as given in the pamphlet, unchanged 
for 1878. . 


‘A copy of the pamphlet will be forwarded 


to any address upon the receipt of twenty- 


five cents. 

“Any further information which may be 
desired will be gladly furnished by the Sec- 
retary of the Philadelphia Local Committee, 
401 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
Secretary of the New York Local Commit- 
tee, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York City; Sec- 
retary of the Cincinnati Local Committee, 
372 West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio ; 
and the Secretary of the Woman’s Education 
Association, 114 Boyleston Street, Boston, 
Mass.” 

Experience with ‘‘external University 
examinations,” for womeo and girls, has 
now, in England, extended through more 
than ten years. In 1865, at the Cambridge 
examination, a hundred and twenty-six girls 
were examined at six centres. In 1872, the 
number had increased to eight hundred and 
forty-seven candidates, at thirty-four cen- 
tres; besides a number (not known to us) 


of others examined under the auspices of 


the Universities of Oxford and Durham. 
These facts show the popularity of the move- 
ment,* and argue the existence of a certain 
“ want.” 

Does this method fully satisfy the want so 
indicated ? 


for the education of girls and women. Sug- 
gestive and directive value undoubtedly 
exists in the system of ‘“ external examina- 
tions,” both in connection with schools and 
with private study. 
ing in schools is likely to be advanced by 
the annual subjection of a number, however 
small, of their graduates or pupils, to a test 


carrying with it the recognized authority of | 


a University. Stimulus and direction are 
also given by the same means, to self-culture, 
and to study with private teachers, on the 
part of those who have left, or who have 
never attended school. 

Some qualifying remarks, however, need 
to be here made. A great deal of judgment 


* See statistics upon the subject, in the New York Nation, 
for Aug 8, 1876. 


Need appears to be shown for | 
greater incentives, and better opportunities, | 


The standard of train- | 


’ REVIEW. 


must be exercised in the preparation of 
questions for such examinations. All teach- 
ers and students know the difference bet ween 
preparing to be examined, on the one hand, 
upon a book, and, on the other, upon a sud. 
ject. Ifa book be specified and studied, it 
may be allowable to question upon it in re- 
gard to particulars, even of relatively minor 
importance. When the examination is gen- 
eral, such minuti# ought in fairness to be 
avoided. Materials of knowledge of all kinds 
so abound in our day, that the memory 
should not, even in early life, be taxed with 
any superfluity. Most persons have to econ- 
omize their mental power, by deliberately 
declining the effort to memorize many things 
which would be worth knowing, if one could 
spare the time required to learn them. To 
be definite : according to our view, the Har- 
vard examination papers are not faultless in 
this respect. Thus, in that of 1876, upon 
“Literary History,” the first question reads 
as follows :— 

‘How many years from the death of 
Chaucer to the death of Shakspeare? How 
many between the death of Bacon and the 
death of Shakspeare? What is the year of 
Milton’s death? Of Dryden’s?’’ Again, 
under “‘ Physical Geography,” for the same 
year, this occurs : —‘‘ Give examples of mem- 
orable earthquakes, and their dates.” 

Should only one or two in ten. of our 
readers, however generally well informed, 
be able, without reference, to answer 
either of these questions, it need not surprise 
| or disappoint any one. The precise answers 
| to the first series named, the present writer 
would rather not burden his memory with; 
the second series of dates, also, may be for- 
gotten without much loss. Neither ought 
| to be called for in an ‘“ external,’ and there- 
fore general, examination. Other criticisms 
might be made upon these papers ; although 
the Harvard questions are, on the whole, as 
fair and good as could be expected. 

Further, on behalf of national education, 
it is to be regretted that one University 
should be left to lead alone in such a matter. 
Eminent as is the standing of Harvard Uni- 
versity, its dicta are far from infallible.* 
All, or much, of the machinery of local 
committees, &c., might be dispensed with, if 
each of the great Universities, in different 
parts of the country, afforded similar oppor- 
tunities to the class of persons to be bene- 
fited by these examinations. 

After all, however, it remains to be in- 
sisted, that the method now remarked upon 
is but a weak substitute for the full oppor- 
tunities of College and University training, 
which ought to be, and in time, we believe, 





* See ¢. g., Harvard University em ss pe 1876-77, Question 


11, p. 233, for a very injudiciously stated question. 
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must be, open to women everywhere. “ Cor- 
respondence,” with directions and examina- 
tions, or even personal examinations at long 
intervals, can never do the work of contin- 
ued, direct, personal teaching. Already, the 
latter is coming to be quite extensively af- 
forded to women in Europe. 

We are told that “Italy has declared its 
seventeen Universities open to women. A 
like action has been taken by Switzerland, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. A minis- 
terial order has beeu issued in Holland open- 
ing every University and gymnasium to 
women. France has opened the Sorbonne 
to women, and Russia its highest schools of 
medicine and surgery.” Lectures at the 
University at Rome, are now attended by 
both men and women. 

This is as it should be; and other institu- 
tions must follow in the same liberality of 
progress. Meanwhile, it becomes the lovers 
of good education, especially in the Society 
of Friends, to give their warmest aid and 
encouragement to those institutions, which, 
either by separate education or co-education, 
afford to young women opportunities for a 
high collegiate training, under safe influ- 
ences, with religion as their central power. 
Not an increase in the number of these, but 
strengthening those already in existence, for 
the best advantage of the daughters of the 
present time, who are to be the mothers of 
the coming generation, is our primal want. 

H. H. 


tT 


THE BIBLE AND TRACT DISTRIBUTING 
SOCIETY 


The Bible and Tract Distributing Socie:y 
of Philadelphia, not having made any report 
to its contributors for some time, now offer 
the subjoined statement. The extracts from 
a letter of one of the distributors give some 
idea of the usefulness of the work. Funds 
are needed to maintain supplies of tracts, 
and will be gladly received by Richard Cad- 
bury, Treasurer, No. 128 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘“Number of tracts, small books, and letter 
texts, distributed from the Tract Room, 116 
N. Fourth Street, for the time between 12 
mo. 7th, 1874, and 3 mo. 13th, 1877; 431,527. 
Of this number 59,071 were sold, for which 
$254.40 were received. Those given were 
as follows, viz.: For distribution in Phila- 
delphia, 134,318; Virginia, 37,220; Penn- 
sylvania, 28,503; New Jersey, 28,076; In- 
diana, 27,295; Tennessee, 25,039; North 
Carolina, 15,523; New York, 13,839; Iowa, 
11,197; Maryland, 6,035; Texas, 5,911; 
Kansas, 5,070; Florida, 3,970; South Caro. 


lina, 3,741; Indian Territory, 3,603; Ohio,’ 


3,446 ; District of Columbia, 2,520; Missouri, 
2,502; Maine, 2,488; Delaware, 2,403; 
Georgia, 2,021; Wisconsin. 1,674; Arkan 
sas, 1,610; Vermont, 1,455; Mississippi, 
955; British Provinces, 572; Utah, 541; 
Canada, 243; Illinois, 300; Dakota, 223; 
Oregon, 85; Connecticut, 35; Alabama, 34; 
Michigan, 9; total, 372,456.” 

Philadelphia, 11 mo. 2ist, 1876. 
To the Friends’ Bible and Tract Distributing 
Society : 

Your books and tracts are doing a great 
work, and many co-workers with me are 
offering up earnest prayers for God's bless 
ing on you all. I can scarcely tell you the 
many ways and channels that I find for cir- 
culating your messages. The last fifteen 
years I have held meetings at different 
widows’ homes, and if I do not have a paper 
or tract for them all, they are disappointed, 
for they read them and send them away to 
children and friends. I have a young ladies’ 
Bible-class, and many of them have been 
deeply impressed by the reading of the 
tracts, and now are followers of the Saviour. 
Every Seventh-day I have a children’s meet- 
ing at my house, and no one can tell the 
amount of good done by the little books cir- 
culated among them. One mother that sel- 
dom attends a place of worship told me, with 
tears, that her little girl, by reading the 
books I gave her, had taught the whole 
house a lesson. ‘‘She will not eat without 
asking God to bless the food; and the other 
morning papa and I were burrying her to 
breakfast, but we could not get her to go 
until she knelt down and said her prayers.” 
I think a work of grace is begun in that 
large family, all hitherto living entirely to 
the world. 

I have known so much good resulting 
from the reading of tracts, that I might as 
easily be found in the sireet without my 
bonnet, as without tracts in my satchel or 
hand. The conductors in the cars often ask 
me for them while I am handing them to 
passengers ; and Centennial visitors seemed 
to receive them gladly. Some of the homes 
in our square entertained thirty or forty that 


| were going and coming every day; and as I 





carried your tracts to those transient visitors, 
they could not thank me enough for them. 
Several young ladies from abroad asked me 
if I could give them some for their Sunday- 
school classes, as a gift from the Centennial 
grounds. I sent*one package to a Sunday- 
school just started at Hazelton, Luzerne 
County, right among the miners; another 
package to Scranton, Luzerne County; two 
packages to Port Carbon, Schuylkill County ; 
one to Dent, Ohio; another to Cincinnati, 
Ohio. One young lady visited me from Al- 
exandria, Va. She has a colored school 
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there, and I do not think I ever saw a girl 
much more delighted than she was in receiv- 
ing books and tracts for her school. During 
the summer I have sent—many times— 
packages to a friend in Richland—Cen- 
tre, Bucks County. She had been a 
neighbor of mine many years, and when re- 
moving there she saw such untaugbt child- 
ren, that she started a Sabbath school, and 
she sends many thanks to you for the books, 
papers and tracts I have sent her. I have 
sent one package to Pickering Station, Bucks 
County, to their Sabbath-school. Copies of 
the gospels have been given to young men 
that promised me to carry them in their 
pockets and read a portion every day. One 
dozen small ‘Testaments were received, that 
are used regularly at our meeting; one large- 
print Bible, that was given to a poor widow. 
She held daily worship with her children, 
and her sight had failed by sewing so much 
at night, that she could not read in her small 
printed one; and now she is in very declin- 
ing health, and whenever I call to see her, 
she tells of the comfort she has in reading 
her large-print Bible. One smaller Bible 
was given to a German family, of which the 
children could read English. 

The bound volumes I have written my 
name and address in, and I loan them over 
the neighborhood. One Jew family comes 
regularly for books. A few weeks ago, on a 
very early Sabbath morning, a gay young 
lady came in, saying: ‘‘ We are all at home, 
and I wish you would loan us three books 
that are not on religion.” I told her I had 
none but on religion and temperance. She 
selected her books, saying: ‘“‘ Now we will 
spend the day in reading-” M., A. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MO. 23, 1877. 


GIVING FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOCIETY. 

A brief visit to New York Yearly Meet- 
ing while in session, gave a pleasant oppor- 
tunity to greet many brethren, and to 
observe that that body seemed deeply in 
earnest to fulfil the two great objects of a 
church, “first, to promote the growth in 
grace of its members; and secondly, to carry 
forward the work of the Gospel on a plan in 
which all, as members of Christ’s body, can 
lovingly unite.” The subject chiefly under 
consideration at the time was the best 
method of raising means to spread the truth 
on important subjects like peace, and to 
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propagate the Gospel in distant parts. It 
was evident that for those objects which had 
already taken deep hold on the convictions 
of the members there was no difficulty in 
obtaining funds. It was stated with entire 
confidence that for other objects which the 
Yearly Meeting felt laid upon it to engage 
in, the members would respond with equal 
freedom if they could be as well informed as 
those who attended the Yearly Meeting, 
and heard the addresses on such subjects; 
or as those who, being on Committees, were 
brought into immediate contact with the 
work of whatever kind it might be. This 
discussion has given rise to some reflections 
upon the subject considered. 

First, in order to giving for church pur- 
poses, there is needed a converted member- 
ship. The motive for giving, not spasmodi- 
cally or capriciously, but as an abiding 
practice, is, ‘‘ What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits towards me?” 
When Zaccheus had found the marvellous 
truth that salvation had come to his house, 
and knew the love of the Lord Jesus, to one 
so unworthy as himself, he was ready not 
only to be just, but bountiful. He would 
restore twice what the law required if he 
had taken anything from any man by false 
accusation ; and besides this, from grateful 
love would give half his goods to feed the 
poor. 

Secondly, giving should be done as wisely 
and effectively as possible. Organization 
bas been found essential to achieving the 
best results in almost all that men under- 
take, and this applies equally to church 
work as to other things. Hence for all 
efforts in which the Church is engaged the 
members should combine, and cherish a gen- 
erous confidence as to the Lord’s leading of 
the assembled Church so as to sustain its 
conclusions so far as possible. A similar 
confidence must also be extended to Boards 
or Committees; while they should be careful 
to furnish full information as to their labors, 
the cost and results. 

Thirdly, giving needs to be systematic 
and regular, and for this end money must 
be raised either by levy on subordinate 
meetings, or by voluntary contributions. 
But in the latter case little will be done un- 
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less the collections are called for systematic: | 


ally, whether by printed information or by 
addresses. The latter are doubtless the 
most effective, for men bring the fresh en- 
thusiasm of actual contact with their field 
of labor to the hearts of others, But it often 
requires too much time, labor and outlay for 
members of Boards or Committees to raise 


the funds as well as supervise their distribu- | cant by the death of Charles R. Tucker. 


Weighty words from treasured experience were 
addressed to young ministers, admonishing them 
to seek strength of the Lord alone, in the em- 
ployment of that gift which no man can confer, 
and which no man and no human qualification, 
can give power to exercise. 

On the opening of the Meeting for Discipline; 
on Seventh-day, Wm. P. Newhall, the former 
Assistant, took the seat of the Clerk, made va- 
Ap- 


tion: and preparative meetings, by appoint- | propriate reference was made to the loss, which 


ing committees to keep themselves informed 
on the subject assigned them, and collect 
for that special purpose, could do much more 
than at present. Robert Barclay, in his re- 
cent work, shows that in early times in some 
Friends’ meetings weekly collections were 
made; and although this method, so distarb- 
ing to solemn worship, is properly discarded, 
it were well that its efficiency should be imi- 
tated in the way suggested. 

The liberality of Early Friends in con 
tributing to the spread of the Gospel in for- 
eign parts, was very marked. R. B. states 
that at a meeting at Scalehouse, an appeal 
was made on this account, and a response 
given to the extent of £443 3s 5d, while 
the outlay reported was £490 13s 5d, for 
expenses incurred in New England, Holland, 
France and Jersey, Turkey, Barbadoes, 
Virginia and Jamaica. Our mission field 
must constantly extend, now that Friends 
have entered upon it, and it will, doubtless, 
tequire some of the faith of the widow who 
baked the little cake for the prophet first, 
if this blessed work is properly sustained in 
these difficult times. It is a beautiful re- 
cord of the churches in Macedonia, that Paul 
could be so thankful for the grace bestowed 
upon them, “that in a great trial of afflic- 
tion, the abundance of their joy and deep 
poverty abuvunded unto the riches of their 
liberality.”’ 


ee 

New ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING, AT PorRT- 
LAND.—The sessions commenced with the Meet- 
ing of Ministers and Elders, on Sixth-day, the 
8th inst. 


In its first gathering the spirit of supplication 
was largely upon the meeting. The watchwords 
given for the occasion emphasized the call to 
humiliation, and single-hearted waiting upon 


God. As the state of this body passed under 
review, the need of the nurture of the little ones 
was earnestly dwelt upon. 





all must feel, of valued members removed by 
death during the past year. 

Wm. P. Newhall was afterwards appointed 
Clerk, and Henry T. Wood and Timothy B. Hus- 
sey, Assistants. 

Ministers were present from other Yearly Meet- 
ings as follows :—Sarah B. Satterthwaite, from 
London Y.M.; Rebecca Collins,Seneca H.Stevens, 
Thomas W. Ladd and Samuel Miles, from New 
York Y. M.; Rebecca W. Allinson, from Phila- 
delphia Y. M.; Deborah C. Thomas, from Balti- 
more Y. M. (without certificate); Allen Jay, 
from North Carolina Y. M.; Edward C. Young, 
David B. Updegraff, from Ohio; Jehu Jessup, 
from Indiana; Amos M. Kenworthy, from 
Western Y. M.; John Y. Hoover, Geo. E. Dil- 
lingham, Barclay Jones, from lowa; William 
Wetherald, from Canada. j 

Epistles, which were felt to be truly accepta- 
ble, were read from the Yearly Meetings of 
Friends in Ireland, New York, Baltimore, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Western, Iowa, Canada, 
and from the Monthly Meeting at 
Mount Lebanon, Syria. 

A committee was appointed to make arrange- 
ments for holding religious meetings during the 
week, as way might open for it. 

Afternoon Session.—The report of the Committee 
in charge of the Boarding-school, at Providence, 
was read. The condition of the school was very 
satisfactory, the health of the pupils had been 
remarkably good during the year, and the net 
profit on the year’s transactions was $2000. 
After very interesting remarks on the subject of 
the religious and careful education of our 
youth, the report was accepted. Other routine 
business occupied the rest of the session. The 
meeting adjourned to Second-day morning. 

In the evening a meeting was held to hear the 
report of the Missionary Committee. Reports 
were read from the Mission at Brumana, Mount 
Lebanon, and addresses made by Eli Jones, 
Allen Jay and others. A collection of $175 was 
taken up. 

On First-day a devotional meeting was 
held at 8 A. M., and meetings for worship in 
the morning, afternoon and evening, which were 


Brumaaa, 
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largely attended. In the evening meeting Wm. 
Wetherald explained the leading doctrinal views 
and special testimonies on the subjects of bap- 
tism and the Lord’s supper, peace, oaths, minis- 
try, &c. 

Several pastors of congregations in the city 
kindly offered Friends the use of their places of 
worship, and the offers were accepted by several 
of the ministers in attendance at the Yearly 
Meeting. 

Second-day, Morning.—The doors were locked 
from toh. 5m. till 10h. 15m., in order to prevent 
disturbance during the season of reverent waiting 
upon the Lord. Fervent petitions were raised 
for the guidance of the Great Head of the Church, 
through the Holy Spirit. Samuel Miles was re- 
leased to visit the women’s meeting. 

By the reports from the Quarterly Meetings, it 
appeared that fourteen elders and four ministers 
had been removed during the past year by death, 
and one elder had removed to reside within the 
limits of New York Yearly Meeting. There had 
been eight appointments to the station of elder. 
Under a feeling of deep solemnity, those who ae 
still living were exhorted to renewed diligence, 
in order that their day’s work may keep pace 
with the day. The meeting then proceeded, with 
deep searching of heart, to consider the state of 
society, by reading the answers to the queries. 

A precious covering of Divine love was spread 
over us,under which much pertinent counsel and 
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called to teach others or to preach the everlast- 
ing Gospel, the obligation is still more impera- 
tive. 

Third-day.— The meeting assembled in 
joint session, and the report of the Committee 
on General Meetings was read. Fourteen Gen- 
eral Meetings, or series of meetings, were held 
during the past year. Some were mainly occu- 
pied in preaching to the unconverted the way of 
salvation, while others were engaged in teaching 
to those who already had a hope in Christ how to 
follow Him. Believing that the Blessed Master 
has owned them all by His presence,and that the 
power of the Holy Spirit has been known in 
them, the Committee was continued. 

The report of the Committee on Bible-schools 
was then read. The whole number of teachers 
was 271, of scholars 2604, being a decrease of 
53 scholars, and an increase of 11 teachers, as 
compared with last year’s report. It was de- 
cided to appoint another committee of one man 
and one woman from each Quarterly Meeting, to 
have care of this important interest. 

The report on secular education was then 
taken up and discussed with earnestness and 
ability by Francis T. King, of Baltimore ; Prof. 
P. E. Chase, of Haverford College ; W. Wether- 
ald, A. K. Smiley, of Providence boarding- 
school, Allen Jay, D. B. Updegraff and Joel 
Bean. Attention was called to the general diffu- 
sion of knowledge, which admonishes us that as 


encouragement were received. Strong desires} 
were expressed that all who have known, in any| ing to their capacity, if we would do the great 
degree, a death to sin and a new birth unto| work assigned us; neglecting, so far as we are 
righteousness, may feel engaged to meet with| instruments, neither the spirit nor the intellect. 


a Society, we must educate all our youth accord- 


their brethren, to wait upon the Lord, to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth, and to feed upon the| fluence of the teaching at Providence and at 
bread of life. Could our absent brethren know | Haverford, and those who have the care of 
that we were thus blessed in our religious meet-| children were urged to a hearty co-operation in 
ings ; could we say to each, ‘‘Come with us and| providing ample educational advantages under 
we will do thee good ;" we believe that many of; the controlling religious influence of Friends. 
them would repair to the feast, with the response,| As at New York Yearly Meeting, deep in- 
*‘We will go with you, for we have heard that) terest in the thorough education of the child- 
God is with you.’” We were reminded that little| ren of the membership in good denominational 
could be done for the help one of another, | schools was evinced. 

which had not its root in the Saviour’s love.| Afternoon Session.—The meeting took up the 
Having accepted Christ as our atoning sacrifice,| report of the Committee on Foreign Missions. 
and experienced the forgiveness of sin, as we! Abbott F. Smith, of New Bedford, who had just 
yield to the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of! returned from the Brumana Mission, read a val- 
fire, all that is opposed to His will is bound up| uable report on the condition ot the mission. 
within us, His love is shed abroad in our hearts,| The work in the Industrial School on Mt. Leb- 
giving us power to win others. We were earn-| anon, and the favorable progress of the building 


Testimony was borne in favor of the valuable in- 


estly exhorted, both to the diligent reading and 
to the careful study ofthe Bible. Whatever may 
be our station in the church, whatever our rank 


for the Training Home, were encouraging. The 
children like to learn some practical work, and 
the union of handicraft with study keeps the pv- 


or age in life, we all need the deep instruction and 
counsel of the Holy Scriptures, as well as their 
rich promises to the believer. 


pils in good health and opens their minds. De 
votional meetings are regularly held, the Monthly 
To those who are| Meeting, especially, being always a time of bless- 





i at 
» of 
n in 
ider 
nds. 

in- 
hild- 
onai 


, the 
ions. 
just 
 val- 
sion. 
Leb- 
Iding 
The 
, and 
e pu- 

De 
nthly 
bless- 


FRIENDS’ 
ing and spiritual comfort. Six new members 
have been added during the year, and others 
have applied, but it is thought better to go on 
cautiously than to be too hasty. Two new schools 
have been opened in Mansourieh, one for girls 
and one for boys, in both of which there has 
been satisfactory progress, especially in Bible 
History. The meeting was deeply interested in 
hearing these results of Christian labor in Syria, 
on the part of English and American Friends, 
and desires were expressed that all may be stim- 
ulated to a faithful discharge of whatever service, 
tn this direction, the Lord of the harvest may 
call for at our hands. 

The Committee to attend small meetings and 
visited isolated families reported having visited 
43 meetings, and a large proportion of the mem- 
bers within the limits of the Yearly Meetings un- | 
able to attend meetings, during the year. The | 
Committee was continued. 

A meeting on the subject of peace was held | 
in the evening. Howard Malcom, Sec’y of the | 
American Peace Society, made an address, as | 
also Eli Jones, and Judge C. W. Goddard, of the | 
American Peace Society. The speakers all | 


thought the sentiment growing in favor of inter- | 
national arbitration. 

The report of the Yearly Meeting’s Committee | 
on Peace was read. They had held no meet-| 
ings during the year, but they have co-operated | 


with the Peace Association of Friends in America. | 
Rebecca Collins spoke with great feeling of the! 
suffering of mothers and wives who had lost hus- 
bands and sons in war, and exhorted Friends to 
hold fast to the principles of peace. 

Fourth-day, Morning.—Jane W. Ferris was 
acceptably in attendance with a certificate of 
unity from New York Monthly Meeting. 

The statistics of membership, from the several | 
Quarterly Meetings, reported 22 births ; 93 deaths ; | 
43 additions and 72 diminutions by removal; 76 
admitted; 14 released; present membership, 
4,407. The importance of increasing the number 
of members by conversions, and the necessity of 
individual church work, by members as well as 
by ministers, were feelingly urged, and much en- 
couragement was expressed at the evidence of 
renewed spiritual life within our borders. 

The report of the Associated Executive Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs, showed that while the | 


REVIEW. 715 


in the meetings and in the Bible-schools contin- 
ues, and in all the tribes there are individuals 
who are, from time to time, brought to inquire, 
“What shall I do to be saved?" The girls do 
their own sewing, and the boys assist in farming. 
The Modocs have 130 acres of corn and 30 acres 
of wheat under cultivation. There is no intem- 
perance among them, and their health is better 
than in previous years. Many brethren addressed 
the meeting in reference to the importance of 
this concern, and the Committee was continued. 

The Committee on the Mosher Fund reported 
the purchase and careful distribution of several 
hundred copies of a pamphlet, by Joseph Cooper, 
of England, upon Baptism and the Last Supper, 
and the publication of an edition of the Memoir 
of James Backhouse, of which the Committee 
have taken 800 copies. The first-named essay 
has already been a means of strength and en- 
couragement to some individuals, who had be- 
come convinced of the spirituality of the Gospel 
dispensation, and dissatisfied with the ceremo- 
nials and rituals in which they had been edu- 
cated. 

Fourth-day, Afternoon.—The minutes of the 
Representative Meeting and the summary of 
answers to the Queries relative to Ministers and 
Elders were read. They were encouraged to put 
on the whole armor of God, and in the exercise 
of living faith to persevere in the path of duty, 
fully trusting that, as they look with a single eye 
to the Lord, He will strengthen them and guide 
them in judgment. By thus abiding in Him, the 
living and true Vine, He will enable them to 


| bring forth much fruit, so that Zion will yet arise 


and come forth in its beauty, and the song sung 
in Judah be applicable to us and to our children, 
“We have a strong city; salvation will God ap- 
point for walls and bulwarks.” 

A post-script to the Epistle from North Caro- 
lina, and a communication from the Committee 
of Indiana Yearly Meeting on foreign missions, 
were read and referred to a committee. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions requested 
that each Monthly Meeting should be directed to 
appoint a Committee of those interested in this 
work, as soon as practicable after receiving this 


| information, to assist in carrying out the concern 


of the Yearly Meeting, which was agreed to. 
The Committee having the care and disburse- 


material condition of the Indians has greatly im- | ment of the fund belonging to the Yearly Meet- 
proved during the past year, their religious and | ing, for the benefit of the Freedmen, reported 
educational interests have also made more pro- that they had taken charge of the school at 
gress than at any former period. President | Marysville, East Tennessee, for three years, with 
Hayes received the Committee very cordially. | the right to take the property for the use of this 
After hearing an account of the work of the past | Yearly Meeting. 

tight years, he desired the continuance of Friends| Fourth-day, Evening. — A public meeting, 
in the same field of labor. The religious interest | under the charge of the Committee on Temper- 





716 


ance, which was addressed by James P. Boyce, 
Neal Dow, Eli Jones, Charlotte D. Holmes, 
Susan A. Gifford, David Hunt, Harriet D. Col- 
lins, Martha Hunt, Wm. Wetherald, and_J. Wm. 
Jacob. The importance of forming correct opin- 
ions in the minds of the young, and of enforcing 
the principle of total abstinence, was strongly 
urged. Marion Co., Ind., has 300 licensed liquor 
stores, one man in the penitentiary to every 85 
voters, and its criminal court expenses amount 
to $2.85 per voter. In Henry county no liquor 
is sold, there is only one man in the penitentiary 
to 3,440 voters, and the criminal court expenses 
are but 8 cents per voter. 


Fifth-day, Morning—A public meeting, in 
which the word of the Lord was glorified. The 
way of salvation through belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, was fully preached, and all were 
earnestly exhorted to greater faithfulness. The 
Lord looked upon us, and loved us, and laid 
down His life for us, when we were His enemies. 
We are bought with His blood. We are not our 
own. We should seek for the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and of fire, which destroys all sin 
and crucifies our vile affections. The yoke of 


our blessed Saviour is easy, and His burden is 
light. 


Fifth-day, Afternoon.—A visit was received 
from Deborah C. Thomas and Sarah B. Satter- 
thwaite. Earnest invitations were extended to 
enter into the fields which are already white to 
harvest, and fervent supplication was made unto 
the Lord of the harvest for His blessing and con- 
tinued guidance. 

The Epistle from London Yearly Meeting was 
received and read. Its counsel was very salutary. 

The reports of the Committees on Peace and 
Temperance were read, and the Committees con- 
tinued. Our hearts were gladdened by the mani- 
festations of increased interest in the latter sub- 
ject, particularly by our younger members, in 
whom rests our hope that the day is not far dis- 
tant when our Society will be known as a Total 
Abstinence Society. 

The Epistles to the several corresponding 
Yearly Meetings, and to the Monthly Meeting of 
Brumana, on Mt. Lebanon, were read, and the 
clerk was directed to sign and forward them. 

The various important concerns which claimed 
the attention of the Yearly Meeting, having been 
satisfactorily disposed of, under a grateful 
acknowledgement of the condescending goodness 
and mercy of our Father in Heaven, and under 
a precious sense of His presence and blessing, 
the meeting concluded, proposing to meet again 


at Newport, R. I., in the Sixth month next, if the 
Lord permit. 
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Tue (London) Christian states that Charles 
H. Spurgeon held the first of his week-day meet- 
ings with business men on Fourth-day, the gth 
instant, at Friends’ Meeting-house, Bishopsgate 
street Without, London. There was a large 
concourse of people present, who listened to a 
plain, pointed and earnest appeal-to them as 
commercial men not to forget or ignore the 
“claims of God" upon them. He showed that 
the first and great commandment stated these 
claims ; and that these were enforced by all our 
Father’s loving care and provision for our wants, 
but above all by the unfolding of His love in 
Christ Jesus. 

It will not do to say we have no time to yield 
to these claims. God has given us time, but we 
have wasted it. Many of the busiest men are 
also those who give most heed to the claims of 
God and His service. There ought to be no di- 
vision between religion and business. Men say, 
“business is business,” but it has no business to 
be such business as would exclude God and His 
claims. If such excuse will not hold water now, 
how will it be when “ settling day "’ comes? 


DIED. 

NEWLIN.—On Fourth mo. 3oth, 1877 (without 
any apparent disease), Thomas Newlin, in the 89th 
year of his age; a member of Honey Creek Monthl 
Meeting, Indiana. He lived a devoted Christian life 
from early youth, and had a deep experience in the 
spirituality of Christ’s kingdom. Near his close he 
said that he felt that he was already in the regions of 


bliss. It may be truly said that he was fully ripe for 
the heavenly garner. 





Prof. Pliny Earle Chase proposes to form classes to 
prepare ladies for the Harvard Examinations for Wo- 
men. Any desired information may be obtained by 
applying, between the hours of 3 and 6 P. M., to Prof. 
Chase, at 903 Clinton street, or to Martha B. Earle, 
Adams street, above Walnut Lane, Germantown. 

ANNA HALLOWELL, 
Sec’y Philadelphia Local Committee. 
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HAVERFORD ALUMNI. 
The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held 
at the College, Sixth month, 26:h. Francis B, Gum- 
mere will deliver the Annual Address. 


Hope is never used in the Scriptures to 
express doubt; but now a great many 
Christians use it to express their doubts. I 
do not know how many Christians I have 
asked about their souls’ welfare, and re- 
ceived the answer, “I hope I am a Christ- 
ian.” ‘I hope I am?” Now, you cannot 
find that anywhere in the word of God. I 
do not say “I hope I am married.” I am 
married, and I know it. I do not say “I 


hope I am an American.” I know I am.— 
Moody. 
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BIBLE LESSONS. 


BY H. W. 8. 


_—_— 


THE EPISTLE TO PLILEMON. 

Concerning the Epistles, Barnard in his 
“ Progress of Doctrine in the New Testa- 
ment,” says, that in them ‘‘we advance 
from the first momentous question of justi- 
fication for individual souls, through a 
thousand various exigencies aud unfoldings 
of the life of faith, till we reach the outer 
circle of ministerial provision for the care of 
the church and the stewardship of the 
truth.” 

The Epistle of Philemon is a striking 
illustration of this advance, dealing, as it 
does, with the practical side of the relationship 
formed by the Holy Ghost Himself between 
the members of the body of Christ. “ Our 
duties,” says Bishop Butler,“ arise out of our 
relations ;”’ and especially is this true in the | 
family of our Heavenly Father. 

Onesimus was Philemon’s slave, who had 
run away from his master, and had been 
converted under the ministry of Paul. Paul 
sends him back to his master with this letter, 
expressive of his longings for both Onesi- 
mus and Philemon, that they might act and 
feel toward each other as Christians should. 
The return of his fugitive slave was likely 
to awaken natural feelings in the heart of 
Philemon, and Paul, who loved both master 
and slave, desired to prepare him to receive 
bim “ not now as a servant, but above aser- 
vant, a brother beloved, specially to me, 
but how much more unto thee, both in the 
flesh and in the Lord.” In the midst of 
Paul’s gigantic labors and the care of all the 
churches, he yet had time for this word of 
tender personal consideration for the inter- 
ests of this poor fugitive slave. And thus| 
he teaches us that in very truth we each one 
of us, individually, are of more value than 
ihany sparrows, and that the very hairs of 
our heads are indeed all numbered. How} 
little could that poor slave have dreamed | 
that the details of his case would so occupy 
the mind of Gdd, as to be embodied in His 
Book, and to go down to all future ages of | 
the Church a blessed record of God’s per- 
sonal care for every member of His family, | 
even the very least and most insignificant. | 
One can easily imagine Onesimus tempted 
to be anxious on that homeward journey, as 
to his reception and his future fate. Perhaps | 
he did not know the contents of Paul’s let-| 
ter which he carried, and if not, Satan would | 
hardly have missed such a grand chance for 
filling his mind with all sorts of possible and | 
probable troubles and sorrows; and the} 
“supposings”’ of distrust must have been as| 
likely to come to him as us, in the potent 
day. But the record here shows us how 





vain and foolish all this anxiety would have 
been. And I believe God means it to be a 
practical answer to every thought ef anxiety 
or fear which can ever assail the heart of 
any one of His children. In effect He says 
by this Epistle to each one of us: “IfI 
thus cared for a poor fugitive slave, will I 
not also care for thee? If the case of one 
80 obseure and little in this world was of 
sufficient importance to Me to be placed on 
record in My Book, for all future ages to 
read, will not thy case also receive from Me 
an equal tender and delicate personal care, 
and canst thou not therefore trust Me?” 
And surely we can return no other answer 
but a glad and confident ‘‘ Yes, Lord, I can 
and do trust Thee, wholly and for every- 
thing. I will not let my heart be troubled 
or afraid any more.” 

I think, also, this Epistle gives us a very 
blessed view of the omnipotence of God, 
which can at once manage the grandest in- 
terests, and can yet at the same time attend 
to the minutest details. We feel always as 
to the human, that he is the greatest who 
can, in the midst of grand affairs, superin- 
tend also the most minute. And yet when 
it comes to our personal relations with God, 
we are tempted to think that His very great- 
ness is in our way, and that He is too much 
occupied with the mighty interests of the 
universe, to be able to notice or care for our 
poor little paltry affairs. | Which is in real- 
ity to say that God's greatness is nut great 
enough to embrace all the needs of His 
creation, both small and large, in His 
thoughts and care. It must be Satan who 
has filled our minds with such thoughts as 
these, for nothing either in nature or revela- 
tion could have suggested them. Nature 
proves, on the contrary, that the God who 
holds the stars in His hands, also plans the 
dust on the butterfly’s wing ; and revelation 
declares that the very hairs of our head are 
all numbered by the same Lord for whom 
and by whom all things were and are cre- 
ated. The truth is, God’s very omnipo- 
tence is our surest ground of confidence. 
Were He less mighty than He is, we could 


not trust Him so. But, as Faber so grandly 
says :— 


“A greatness which is infinite makes room 
For all things in its lap to lie; 

We should be crushed by a magnificence 
Short of infinity. 


« Thus doth Thy hospitable greatness lie 
Oustide us like a boundless sea; 

We cannot lose ourselves where all is home, 
Nor drift away from Thee. 


“Thus doth Thy grandeur make us grand ourselves, 
*T is goodness bids us fear ; 

Thy greatness makes us brave as children are 
When those they love are near. 
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« Great God! our lowliness takes heart to play 
Beneath the shadow of Thy state : 

The only comfort of our littleness 
Is that Thou art so great. 


* Then on Thy grandeur I will lay me down ; 
Already life is Heaven for me : 

No cradled child more softly lies than [,— 
Come soon, Eternity!” 


May the recollection of Onesimus then 
come to many of the Lord’s little ones with 
thoughts of cheerful confidence in God who 
eared for this poor slave with such a delicate 
and tender consideration. And may we 
every one consent heartily and joyfully to 
commit all our personal cares and interests 
to Him, who here proves how truly He does 
indeed care for us. 

Another lesson to be learned from this 
little book is one concerning the Gospel way 
of governing men, and regulating their ac- 
tions. It has often puzzled and even dis- 
tressed some who have been earnestly desir- 
ous of knowing what will please the Lord, 


to find comparatively so few definite rules | 


laid down in the New Testament, and so 
much left to the individual conscience of the 
believer. But the reason for this becomes 
beautifully manifest when we regard the re- 
ligion of Christ as intended rather to give 
life than to regulate actions. It is not so 
much a law from the outside controlling the 
man, as a principle within developing him. 
It is law,doubtless, but it is more than law ; 
it is life. And life lives, whether there is a 
law declared as to how it should live or not. 
In fact a law would hamper life. If we 
were compelled to obey a definite law as to 
the functions of our natural life, breathing 
just so many times a minute, and sending 
just so much blood through our veins with 


each heart-beat, we should soon find our- | 


selves living a constrained, limited life, and 
end, I fear, by not living at all. Life must 
live itself spontaneously, or it is worth 
nothing. And good works which come 
only from an outside constraint are, I be- 


lieve, of far less value than we are natu-| 


rally inclined to think. What the Gospel 
aims at is a new life, and only that which 
springs from this and proves its existence is 
of any real worth to God. Paul, therefore, 
does not command Philemon as to his con- 
duct to his fugitive slave, but entreats him, 
preferring it should be his own choice, and 
done not of necessity or grudgingly, but 
cheerfully and willingly. As he says (verses 
8 and 9), ‘“ Wherefore, though I might be 
much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that 
which is convenient, yet for lové’s sake I 
rather beseech thee, being such an one as 
Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ.” Adding a little after, 
“ But without thy mind would I do nothing; 
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| that thy benefit should not be as it were of 
necessity, but willingly.” 

| To instil right principles, which shall en. 
‘able our children to govern themselves, 
|seems to all wise parents a far better way 
than to govern them by the strict details of 

a law given by us. And this is God’s way 
|in the Gospel. He reveals to us His mind 
| about things, rather than gives us His laws 
concerning them. It is not so much ‘‘ Thou 
shalt,” or “ Thou shalt not,” as ‘“‘ Such and 
such are my ways with thee, and such and 
such are my thoughts toward thee ; let thine 
toward me and toward thy fellow-men be 
like them. ecistet iid 

I feel, therefore, that the Gospel way of 
| governing us is, that we should be so in- 
dwelt by the life of Christ as to bring forth 
|spontaneously the necessary fruits of that 
life. And if this divine secret were only 
known and understood, the outward walk of 
the Church would be far more Christ-like 
than it could possibly become, even by the 
strictest attention to the best code of laws 
| ever framed for human obedience. 

Our Lord’s words are true, that “ he that 
abideth in Him bringeth forth much fruit ;” 
and all tender and delicate considerations for 
one another will flow without effort or com- 
mand from the heart where Christ reigns 
supreme. Onesimus will return to his 
master, and his master will set him free, 
and each will feel that he is the one who re- 
|ceives, and not the one who confers the 
| benefit. 

Such are some of the lessons taught us by 
this short Epistle. May our bearts be open 
| wide to receive them in the simplicity of 
little children, who need only to know the 
Father’s mind, in order to yield entire sub- 
| mission to him.— Times of Refreshing. 


! 
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SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 

Disastrous Anticipations.—Some French 
engineers have proposed to cut a canal from 
| the Atlantic Ocean to the Desert of Sahara, 
so as to form an Algerian sea. A calcula 
tion in the Scientific American leads to the 
conclusion that such a canal would reduce 
the entire ocean level about two feet; that 
the supply channel must discharge more 
than five hundred times as much water 4s 
the river Rhine, in order to make good the 
loss from evaporation; and that in a little 
more than a century the whole basin would 
be filled with salt. The calculator seems to 
have overlooked the increased amount of 
rain which would be precipitated over the 
sea and the neighboring lands. 


Origin of Coal and Petroleum-—Notwith- 
standing the nearly unanimous belief of ge 
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ologists, that all forms of mineral carbon and 
carbonaceous compounds are of animal or 
vegetable origin, new theories are repeatedly 
framed, and as repeatedly overthrown. A 
Russian chemist is said to have found fault 
with the belief that petroleum is the pro- 
duct of decomposed organic matter, because 
it is found in geological formations where or- 
ganisms are not known to have existed, and 
he accounts for it by the action of water 
which penetrates, through broken or porous 
rocks, to carbonaceous metals at high tem- 
perature and under great pressure. He 
overlooks the metamorphosis of the oldest 
known rocks by heat, which was sufficient 
to destroy nearly all traces of organic life ; 
he takes no account of the eozoone, which is 
found in still older rocks than the oil. bearing 
sandstones ; and he forgets that it is as diffi- 
cult to account for “ carbonaceous metals,”’ 
as for petroleum. 

Diamond Drills.—The use of cheap, de- 
fective diamonds for rock drilling was first 
made known to many Centennial visitors 
by the rock cores and apparatus in Machine- 
ry Hall. Ina deep well which has lately 
been bored for a London brewery, one crown 
of diamonds, worth about $500, cut 400 feet; 
but the strata were of varied hardness, and 
the flints in the chalk occasionally delayed 
the speed of the work. 

Driving Horses by Electricity.—The 
French papers describe an electro-magnetic 
apparatus, to be placed under the driver’s 
seat, with a wire carried through the rein to | 
the bit, and thence through the crupper, so 
that a current may be sent through the en- 
tire length of the spine. It is claimed that 
a sudden shock will stop the most violent 
runaway, or the most obstinate jibber, and 
that the opposite effect may be produced by 
a succession of small shocks, which trans- 
form tbe sorriest rack-o’-bones into a spirited 
charger.—Christian Union. 

Seed Corn.—It is recommended to plant 
selected seed in a small plot by itself, at a 
distance from the main crop, giving it plenty 
ofroom and high culture. When the tassels 
appear, every feeble stalk should be pulled | 
out, or cut off below the tassel before it 
blooms. Thus both the plant on which the 
ears grow, and the pollen scattered from its 
own and neighboring tassels, will be strong 
aad vigorous, aud the seed will partake of 
the strength of both its parents. —Scribner’s 
Monthly. 

Migration of Bluebirds.—Thomas Meehan | 
observed that the bluebirds, during the past | 
winter, stripped his holly trees of their ber-| 
ties, though it has been generally thought | 
that no birds eat them. They also fed on 
the berries of the common red cedar, and did 
hot leave till the January snows came, and the 
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cedar berries were all gone. He thinks their 
migration is not a question of temperature, 
but one of food.— Proceedings of the Acade- 
my of Natural Sciences. 


Vitality of Seeds Under Low Tempera- 
ture.— Surprise was expressed in an English 
scientific society, that the seed of maize, a 
tropical plant, received no injury after hav- 
ing been left by the Polaris in 1872, and re- 
covered by the Nares exploring expedition 
in 1876. Meehan refers to the morning-glo- 
ries, balsams, tomato, and large numbers of 
tropical weeds, which the first frosts destroy, 
and yet the seedlings appear the next year 
in great numbers. He thinks seeds might 
get into an iceberg, keeping fresh perhaps 
for centuries, and that some problems in the 
geographical distribution of plants may be 
solved in this way.—Ibid. 


Vital Powers of Ants.—Dr. H. C. McCook 
records some interesting observations, show- 
ing that ants can endure, unharmed, forty- 
eight hours’ freezing upon ice ; that they can 
be exposed to a baking temperature without 
injury; and that they revive after having 
been floating for many hours in water, ap- 
parently drowned. ‘The power of resisting 
great heat is confirmed by some notes of Dr. 
G. Lincecum upon the ants of Texas.— Ibid. 
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A SONG IN THE NIGHT. 


I take this pain, Lord Jesus, 
From Thine own hand; 

The strength to bear it bravely 
Thou wilt command. 

I am too weak for effort, 
So let me rest, 

In hush of sweet submission, 
On Thine own breast. 


I take this pain, Lord Jesus, 
As proof indeed 

That Thou art watching closely 
My truest need ; 

That Thou, my Good Physician, 
Art working still; 

That all Thine own good pleasure 
Thou wilt fulfil, 


I take this pain, Lord Jesus! 
Wat Thou dost choose, 

The soul that really loves Thee 
Will not refuse. 

It is not for the firs¢ time 
I trust to-day! 

For Thee my heart hath never 
A trustless “« Nay!” 


I take this pain, Lord Jesus! 
But what beside ? 

Tis no unmingled portion 
Thou dost provide. 

In every hour of faintness, 
My cup runs o’er 

With faithfulness and mercy, 
And love’s sweet store. 


I take this pain, Lord Jesus, 
As Thine own gift, 
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And true though tremulous praises 
I now uplift. 

I am too weak to sing them, 
But thou dost hear 

The whisper from the pillow,— 
Thou art so near! 


*Tis Thy dear hand, O Saviour, 
That presseth sore, 

The hand that bears the nail-prints 
Forevermore. 

And now beneath its shadow, 
Hidden by Thee, 

The pressure only tells me 
Thou lovest me! 


FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.— European advices to the 
19th inst. have been received. 


THE EASTERN WAR.—In Asia, the Russian right 
wing has been partially drawn back, evacuating Olti 
and Rennek, which were re-occupied by the Turks. 
Apparently one object of this movement was to con- 
centrate a larger force around Kars, the siege of which 
is still vigorously prosecuted. Several attempts were 
made about the beginning of last week, to storm some 
of the defensive positions, but all are reported to have 
been repulsed ; while the Russians say that many sor- 
ties of the Turks have been defeated. Batoum, also, 
is more closely invested. The Russians advance 
slowly, and appear to aim at consolidating their power 
in the districts of which they take possession, estab. 
lishing civil administration therein, under Russian offi 
cials. Onthe Danube, the river, though falling, is 
stil] too high for the Russian army to cross, nor is it 
known at what points the crossing will be attempted, 
as strict precautions are used to prevent the publication 
of information as to army movements. Very sanguin- 
ary battles have occurred in Montenegro, the Turks 
having for several successive days striven unsuccess- 
fully to force their way through the Duga Pass, which 
was defended by the Montenegrins. The object was 
to relieve the Turkish garrison of Nicsics. This fort- 
ress has now been revictualled without serious opposi- 
tion from the besiegers. Another Turkish force is 
advancing by a different route to endeavor to unite 
with this one. 

The Egyptian contingent of troops has arrived at 
Constantinople. It is said that the Bey of Tunis has 
apologized to the Sultan for his inability to send 
troops, but promises to furnish money. 

The German Ambassadors to Constantinople and St. 
Petersburg are reported to have received instructions 
to offer the mediation of Germany in the event of either 
belligerent desiring peace; but it is semi-officially 
stated from St. Pctersburg that no mediation 1s possi. 
ble, nor has any been proposed. 

RusstA.—An imperial decree defining the relations 
of neutral powers with that country during the present 
war, has been issued. 
may continue commercial intercourse with Russian 
ports and cities, provided they observe the laws of the 
empire and the principles of international law; and 
the freedom of lawful neutral commerce must be se- 
cured, so far as military operations will permit. Pri- 
vateering is considered as abolished by the Paris 
declaration of 1856; and the delivery of letters of 
marque is interdicted. According to that declaration, 
also, a neutral flag protects the merchandize of an ene- 
my, except contraband of war; merchandize belong- 
ing to a neutral, if not contraband, is not liable to 
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seizure under an enemy’s flag; and blockades to be 
valid must be maintained by a sufficient force to pre. 
vent access. These provisions apply even to powers 
which have not united in the declaration. Neutrals 
are prohibited from transporting hostile troops, dis. 
patches and correspondence, or furnishing war vessels 
to the enemy, and their vessels so engaged may be 
seized and even confiscated. The Russian officers on 
the Danube are ordered to keep that river open to neu. 
trals as far as possible. 

Russia will issue a foreign 5 per cent. loan of $7,. 
000,000. It is said ‘hat the issue price is 70 per cent., 
and that an association of bankers have taken it at 4 
net price much below that. An internal forced loan 
of 200,000,000 rubles, nearly $147,000,000, has also 
been decreed. 

TurKEY.—It is asserted that the peace party is gain. 
ing ground at Constantinople, and that at a recent 
council of war, at which the Sultan presided, several 
of those present strongly advocated peace, declaring 
that Turkey could not hope for active aid from any 
power, and could not carry on the war alone; and 
urging that advantage be taken of Russia's declaration, 
that she does not desire conquest, and that some 
friendly power be asked to obtain an armistice during 
which peace might be arranged. The majority of the 
council opposed this, and the proposal was deferred. 
It is not supposed that any decisive steps will be taken 
until some disaster to Turkish arms shall occur. 


GREAT BRITAIN. The London LZconomist says 
that the engineers who made the geological explora 
tions and soundings for a submarine tunnel between 
France and England, have reported that a tunnel is 
perfectly practicable, as there is a continuous bed of 
chalk between the two shores. 

In the House of Lords, on the 18th, the “ burials 
bill” being under discussion, a motion was made that 
where friends of a deceased person object to the 
Church -of England service, they may dispense with it 
or substitute another, even if the burial be in a church- 
yard. One of the Ministry opposed the motion as 
unjust to the clergy ; but it passed by 127 to111. At 
the same Minister’s request, the subject was adjourned 
for a week, to allow him to consult his colleagues. It 
is stated that 11,345 clergymen recently signed a prot- 
est against the motion above mentioned. 


FRANCE.—The Chambers re assembled on the 16th. 
The President sent a message to the Senate, info: ming 
it of his wish to dissolve the Chamber of Deputies, and 
asking the Senate’s concurrence. The Senate referred 
the question to the bureaux. On the 18th, the bu- 
reaux discussed the subject, and a committee was ap- 
pointed, of nine members, six of whom favored disso 
lution. The debate on the proposition in the Senate 
itself was to begin on the 20th. The Chamber of 
Deputies, on the 16:h, was informed of this message 
to the Senate. An “interpellation’’ on behalf of the 
Left, was then moved, questioning the intentions of the 
government, and was supported by Gambetta and 
others. The Minister of the Interior defended the 
government ; he said the country would decide who 
was right, and that the government had no thought of 
favoring a return to the past, from which the country 
was forever separated. The next day, the Foreign 
Minister declared that no change was intended in the 


| foreign policy of France, which would remain pacific 


and steadfast. Another Minister, discussing President 
MacMahon’s right to revise the constitution, said he 
did not admit that the republic could be represented as 
definative. On the 19th, an order of the day, declar- 
ing that the Ministry. does not possess the confidence 
of the nation, was adopted by 363 votes to 153. The 
Ministry declared themselves indifferent to this action 
of the Chamber, saying that the country would decide 
between them. 





